
 

Cat Lake First Nation Band Council Resolution opposes Ontario’s plan to issue mining 

exploration permits in their Territory 

Thunder Bay, ON (September 19, 2023), A Band Council Resolution (BCR) ratifying an existing 

moratorium on mining exploration and related road construction has been issued by the Cat Lake First 

Nation (CLFN) located 400 km NW of Thunder Bay. The BCR has been sent to Premier Ford, The 

Ontario Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks, Minister of Mines and Minister of Indigenous 

Affairs and First Mining Gold Corporation. 

Chief Russell Wesley explained “CLFN’s action is directly responsive to the Province of 

Ontario telling Cat Lake First Nation on September 13th, 2023, they intend to again issue 

permits allowing exploration by First Mining Gold Corporation (proposed Springpole 

Mine Project) on Cat Lake First Nation Aboriginal Title lands.”  A similar road 

construction on CLFN lands occurred in the winter of 2022-23 contrary to the CLFN 

Moratorium on mining activity. 

The plan for the proposed mine includes partially draining a crystal clear Lake Trout lake. The Ontario 

Ministry of Natural Resources, Species Conservation Policy Branch indicates - Lake Trout lakes are rare. 

Only about one percent of Ontario’s lakes contain Lake Trout, but this represents 20-25% of all Lake 

Trout lakes in the world. 

Chief Wesley observed, “Again Ontario is granting permits for winter road construction and mining 

exploration in open defiance of Cat Lake First Nation’s wishes. Ontario is a repeat offender and adding 

insult to injury. The people of Cat Lake are appalled that Ontario would again attempt to issue permits 

despite Cat Lake First Nation well documented opposition.” 

The Chief concluded, “It is the will of Cat Lake people that CLFN leadership will decide whether to 

consent or not to mining. We are carefully considering our options and next steps, but the Premier of 

Ontario is now on notice that we are resolutely opposed to these types of permits being issued." 

  

Download the BCR here. 
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To schedule an interview with Chief Russell Wesley contact: Vicki Blanchard, Cat Lake First Nation 

Advisor at 807-220-3585 or blanchardvicki21@gmail.com. 

  

Cat Lake First Nation (CLFN) is a remote fly-in First Nation reserve. It is home to 800 people speaking 

Ojibwae and English located 180 km northwest of Sioux Lookout, Ontario, The Ojibwe name is Bizhiw-

zaaga'iganiing Nitam Anishinaabeg meaning "The First Nation at Wild-cat Lake," where wild-cat refers 

to the Canada lynx. 

  

CLFN is a member of the Windigo First Nations Council, a non-political regional chiefs' council. In turn, 

the Windigo First Nations Council is a member of the Nishnawbe Aski Nation which represents 49, 

Treaty 9 communities., 

  

Band Council Resolution - BCR 23-00056, September 13, 2023 
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