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A holiday tradition you can count on! 
Christmas Bird Count, Year 113 

 

Toronto, December 10, 2012 – Following a century-long tradition, some 60,000 birders 
will venture out across North America to participate in the single longest-running and most 
popular wildlife census in the Americas between December 14, 2012 and January 5, 
2013. Not only a great opportunity to get outside with friends, this volunteer initiative 
gathers indispensable data revealing trends in bird populations.  
 
In Ontario alone, there are more than 120 registered counts this year, with Ontario Nature 
member groups organizing nearly half of them. The hordes of citizen scientists will venture 
out to 24-kilometer diameter circles as far north as Thunder Bay, Ottawa to east and Point 
Pelee to the south. The counts are conducted over a 24-hour period and volunteers are 
assigned specific routes. 
 
Christmas Bird Counts have always been open to birders of all levels and, starting this 
year, there is no fee to participate. 
 
The data collected allow researchers and conservation organizations to study the health 
of birds across North America. Armed with this information, groups like Ontario Nature can 
set priorities for bird conservation. Counts in the 1980s revealed a drastic decline in the 
number of American black ducks, triggering much-needed conservation initiatives. 
 
“With the Christmas Bird Counts, citizen scientists are effectively tracking bird populations 
and ranges,” says John Urquhart, Ontario Nature’s conservation science manager. “This 
is a cost-effective way for conservation organizations to identify trends so we can 
undertake conservation work where it’s needed most.” 
 
The Christmas Bird Count tradition dates back to 1900 when American ornithologist, 
Frank Chapman, suggested an alternative to the once popular annual Christmas hunt 
where teams competed to see who could shoot the most birds and small game. Chapman 
proposed that people record – rather than shoot – birds. That first year, 27 people counted 
birds at 25 locations. 
 
The idea took off and there are now close to 500 counts across Canada with each 
province and territory represented. The number of participants continues to grow year 
after year. Last year, an astounding 63,000 volunteers counted more than 60 million birds. 
 
Bird Studies Canada coordinates the count in Canada in collaboration with the National 
Audubon Society. 
 
For a full list of the Ontario Nature member groups that are holding bird counts and when, 
please visit the Nature Network on our website, www.ontarionature.org/cbc. 
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Quick facts:  
 

 Analysis of the 2009 count revealed the dramatic impact that climate change has 
had on birds across the continent and the spread of West Nile virus. 

 Christmas Bird Counts reveal not only population declines, but also success 
stories. Last year, the Ottawa Field Naturalists tallied record numbers of American 
robins (253), Cooper’s hawks (6) and merlins (3).   

 A new record was set for red-breasted merganser at 94,730 last year up from 
30,420 at the 107th count. 

 Ontario Nature member groups that have held the longest running Christmas Bird 
Counts: Nature London (102 years), Hamilton Naturalists (85+), Durham Region 
Field Naturalists (58), Midland Pentanguishene Field Naturalists Club (50), 
Mississippi Valley Field Naturalists (62). 

 There was a new record with 2,248 counts last year, including 410 in Canada. 

 Last year there were 114 counts in Ontario, with 2,622 observers. 

 The count at Long Point tallied 111 species, the largest number for any count in 
Ontario. 

 Red-bellied woodpeckers are showing a continued range expansion. 
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Photos are available and we can provide local contact information for interviews. 
 

For more information, please contact:  
 

John Hassell, Communications Coordinator, Ontario Nature: 416-444-8419 ext. 269; cell: 
416-786-2171; johnh@ontarionature.org. 
 

Ontario Nature protects wild species and wild spaces through conservation, education 
and public engagement. It connects thousands of individuals and communities with nature 
through conservation groups across the province (charitable registration #10737 8952 
RR0001). For more information, visit www.ontarionature.org. 
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