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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Toronto Mayoral Candidates Join Online Social RespasAbility
Initiative

Smitherman and Ford feature eSSENTIAL Accessibility/for online disabled voter outreach

Toronto (Ontario), October 15, 2010- With only 10 more days to decide who will leaakdnto for the next
four years, one issue many voters will be considgis the accessibility of city services to theatligd.

More than 100,000 Toronto residents have troulganty moving a mouse or reading a screen. They aacess
the Toronto.ca portal, or any other e-governmentices for that matter, without expensive assistéahnology.

“The disability community wants to elect a mayor whderstands and responds to their unmet onlinesjee
saysSpiro Papathanasakis, Director eSSENTIAL Accesgiditc. “The two leading candidates have
demonstrated their commitment to digital incluséom e-participation in the election process, which nean
Toronto will soon see the elimination of barrieosanline government services that many disableideass
face”

eSSENTIAL Accessibility™ is an innovative appliaatithat makes online environments instantly acbésso
individuals with physical limitations. It is effegely a virtual wheelchair for any website. Anyowith a
physical disability can easily access any webkbig¢ tarries the eSSENTIAL Accessibility icon - thlae
wheelchair and keyboard symbol.

George Smitherman and Rob Ford have reinforced thessages of citizen engagement by featuring
eSSENTIAL Accessibility™ on their campaign websites

"I am the only candidate with an accessibility plaat's fully funded in my balanced budget blueptisays
George SmithermanToronto needs to be accessible and work for everyonl | would continue to press for
every measure possible under my $65-million plamase Toronto e-accessible

"The City of Toronto needs to do a better job ofingakll of its resources more accessibleays Rob Ford.I've
done this on my website to show my support forctnise, and if I'm fortunate enough to be electegtdvion
October 25th, I will always be looking for waysngprove accessibility to all the city's resources.

As the first mayoral candidates in the world to eaab this technology, Ford and Smitherman areqiaating in
an Online Social ResponsAbility initiative spongbl®y March of Dimes Canada. Their Toronto willdree-
City that institutionalizes these practices to agkitop rank on the global stage.

Organizations across all sectors can enable ofriiseelom and empower the disabled by featuring e SS&IN
Accessibility™. This solution is a valuable resmifor online community involvement and outreactivées.

For more information, please visitvw.essentialaccessibility.com
www.georgesmitherman.@dwww.robfordformayor.ca




About eSSENTIAL Accessibility™

eSSENTIAL Accessibility Inc. is the provider of a software-based service thaltes online environments
instantly accessible to individuals with physiciabilities. Our solutioreSSENTIAL Accessibility ", is a
Community e-Involvement application that helps vidiuals with dexterity limitations that arise fraavariety of
conditions including stroke, paralysis, arthritigyltiple sclerosis, cerebral palsy and Parkinsdissase among
others. Moreover, it also helps those who haviecdity reading because of literacy deficienciesited English
proficiency, dyslexia, or mild visual impairmenthe symbol displayed on the homepage acts askabl&icon
through which any visitor can download the assestechnology they require free of charge. For more
information visitwww.essentialaccessibility.com
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About March of Dimes Canada

March of Dimes Canada is a nationally registereatitdible organization providing support servicepd¢ople
with disabilities, their families and caregiversa@s Canada. For more information about the orgéiniz, please
visit the website atvww.marchofdimes.ca
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For further information contact:

Spiro Papathanasakis Simon Dermer
spiro@essentialaccessibility.com sdermer@ess$art@ssibility.com
416-364-2501 416-364-2501

Lauren Wolff
lauren@laurenwolffpr.com
416-451-2061




